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The  embargo  which  was  issued  by  the  Interstate  Conmerc^lJom-aission,  effective 

March  11,  on  the  use  of  regrigerator  cars  for  the  shipment  of  low-grade  potatoes 
originating  in  North  Dakota  and  Minnesota,  was  extended  March  20  to  include  spuds 
grading  below  U.  S.  No.  2  for  Nebraska,  Colorado,  Wyoming,  Montana,  Idaho,  Utah, 
Nevada,  Washington,  Oregon,  and  California. 

The  embargo  results  from  a  shortage  of  refrigerator  cars  and  is  expected  to 
£E^ncourage  the  marketing  of  good  quality  potatoes  for  human  consumption  and  to  turn 
the  flow  of  low-grade  stock  to  diversion  channels  for  which  refrigerated  transpor- 
tation facilities  are  not  required.     The  transportation  restrictions  do  not  apply 
to  shipments  of  certified  seed  or  war-approved  seed  properly  certified  and  tagged. 

.  Drying  of  low-grade  potatoes  for  industrial  alcohol  production  and  livestock 
feed  is  proceeding  satisfactorily,  with  beet  sugar  plants  in  the  Red  River  Valley 

processing  several  carloads  daily. 

The  White  Potato  Industry  Advisory  Committee  has  recommended  that  1'YFA  build  a 

stockpile  of  processed  potato  products  and  that  provision  be  made  for  operation  on 
short  notice  of  programs  diverting  potatoes  to  livestock  feed,  starch,  flour, 
alcohol,  and  other  industrial  products.     These  recommendations  and  others  concern- 
ing potato  diversion  are  being  oonsidered  by  WFA  officials. 

HALT  IN  TRACTOR  TIRE  CONVERSIONS  ASKED 

Dwindling  reserve  stocks  of  rear  tractor  tires  has  caused  the  War  Food  Adminis- 
tration to  ask  that  farmers  temporarily  withhold  appeals  for  conversion  of  steel- 
wheeled  tractors  to  rubber. 

WFA  officials  point  out  that  future  conversions  can  be  made  only  at  the  ex- 
pense of  stocks  of  rear  tires  ne'eded  for  replacements  on  tractors  already  tired.,  or 

by  delaying  the  use  of  new  tractors  which  need  tires.    Some  tractors,  turned  out 
"barefooted,"  have  had  to  be  equipped  with  tires  intended  as  replacements.  At 


present,  OPA  quotas  are  not  large  enough  to  meet  the  needs  of  new  tractors  and  re- 
placements for  old  ones  without  temporarily  suspending  the  conversion  program. 
While  supplies  of  synthetic  rubber  are  adequate,  shortages  of  tire-making  facili- 
ties and  rayon  cord  continue. 

As  scheduled,  the  production  of  rear  tires  for  tractors  during  the  second 

quarter  of  this  calendar  year  will  only  be  large  enough  to  meet  the  needs  of  trac- 
tors produced  during  the  same  period..'  An  improvement  is  expected  in  the  output  of 
tractor  tires  during  the  third  and  fourth  quarters  of  the  year.     The  conversion  sus- 
pension may  be  lifted  at  that  time. 

In  extreme  hardship  cases,  appeals  for  conversion  may  still  be  filed  with  local 

AAA  Committees.  ^ 

WEB  HARNESS 

A  high  quality  treated  webbing  harness  far  superior  to  the  product  available 
during  the  last  war  has  been  developed  as  a  war-time  substitute  for  leather  harness. 
The  new  web  harness  now  coming  on  the  market  has  been  trea'ted  against  water,  dry  rot 
acids,  and  mildew,  according  to  specifications  set  up  by  the  War  Production  Board. 
It  also  meets  standards  and  has  passed  tests  on  stitching,  riveting,  stretch  and 
shrinkage,  breaking  strength,  and  metal  tipping  to  prevent  fraying.    All  metal  parts, 
such  as  harness  hardware,  rivets  and  eyelets  are  the  same  as  on  standard  leather  ^ 
harness . 

War  Food  officials  explain  that  -the  resort  to  web  harness  Is"  due  to  the  huge 
military  demands  for  leather.     In  the  face  of  this  increased  demand,  they  say  there 
probably  will  not  be  enough  leather  strapping  to  take  care  of  all  minimum  replace- 
ment needs  for  the  estimated  10  million  head  of  horses  and  mules  actually  engaged 
in  farm  work. 

Production  of  the  new  harness  is  being  speeded  up  to  meet  the  needs  for  the 
spring  work  season. 

WAR  PRICES  COMPARED 

Up  to  the  end  of  1943,  wholesale  prices  on  non-agricultural .commodities  had 
risen  about  20  percent  above  1939  levels.    From  1914  to  the  middle  of  1918, 
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comparable  prices  advanced  more  than  90  percent. 

Wholesale  prices  of  farm  products  were  allowed  to  rise  from  the  beginning  of 

the  present  war  to  the  end  of  1941,  while  prices  of  non-agricultural  commodities 
were  stabilized  at  a  level  prevailing  during  a  previous  base  period.    By  1942,  over- 
all farm  prices  approximated  parity*    An  amendment  to  the  price  control  act  then 
sought  to  stabilize  farm  prices  as  well,,  as  others.    Protection  was  afforded  the 

farmer  in  the  assurance  that  maximum  prices  would  not  be  set  for  any  farm  commodity 
belowc.  price  which  would  give  him  either  parity  or  the  highest  price  he  received  for 

the  commodity  between  January  1,  1942,  and  September  15,  1942.    After  this,  whole- 
ale  prices  of  farm  products  tapered  off,  and  the  rise  in  1942-43  was  smaller  than 

during  the  comparable  period  in  World  War  I. 

Farmers  still  remember  the  aftermath  of  the  inflationary  levels  reached  during 
the  first  World  War  when  farm  prices  slumped  and  other  prices  declined  only 
slightly.     In  1943,. the net  income  from  agriculture  of  all  persons  living  on  farms 
was  more  than  14  billion  dollars  or  almost  10  percent  of  the  national  income  of 
over  145  billion  dollars.  "• 

Individual  savings  skyrocketed  from  7,5  billion  dollars  in  1940  to  almost  34 
pillion  in  1943.  *  With  more  money,  people  are  willing  to  pay  higher  prices  for 

products,  thus  the  need  for  price  controls  and  rationing. 

POPULATION  SHIFTS  AFFECT  YOUR  MARKETS 
The  Office  of  Distribution  of.WFA-has  made  a  survey  of  population  shifts  in  the 
interests  of  adjusting  food  distribution  to  food  consumption.     The  development  of 
war  industries  in  certain  areas  is  temporarily  redistributing  the  population,  so 
food  producers  and  food  distributors  are  urged  to  keep  an  eye  on  the  changing  mar- 
ket areas • 

'With  the  slogan  "Food  Fights  for  Freedom  -  Don't  Send  it  Where  it  Can't  Fight," 

WFA  intimates  that  the  markets  are  shifting  to  areas  where  population  is  increasing. 

.  Western  Region  States  showing  increases  in  population  are:  Washington,  plus 
129,112;     Oregon,  plus  64,208;     Nevada,  plus  27,   924;     Utah,  plus  35,343; 


California,  plus  603,163;  and  Arizona,  plus  81,668.    Decreases  are  shown  in  Montana, 

minus  79,297;     Idaho,  minus  57,242;    Wyoming,  minus  12,768;    Colorado,  minus  60,231; 

Kansas,  minus  81,720;    New  Mexico,  minus  34,501;  and  North  Dakota,  minus  100,297. 
SLIGHT  FARM  MACHINERY  SHIPMENTS  TO  FOREIGN  PORTS 

Although  the  amount  of  farm  machinery  shipped  abroad  under  the  Lend-Lease  pro- 
gram has  aggregated  less  than  2  percent  of  available  U.  S.  supplies,  the  benefits 
accrued  have  been  extremely  important,  according  to  the  War  Food  Administration. 

Machinery  thus  far  shipped  has  gone  mainly  to  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  the 
United.  Kingdom  to  aid  in  vital  war  food  production.    Under  reverse  Lend-Lease  and 
without  payment  from  the  U.  S.,  Australia  and  New  Zealand  have  supplied  American 
forces  approximately  the  same  amount  of  beef  and  veal  that  this  country  has  shipp^ 
to  all  lend-lease  recipients.  " 

Machinery  "shipments  abroad'  will  be  made  only  after  full  consideration  of  all 
domestic  needs,  and  will  be  put  to-  use  under  military  direction. 
~    :~  '  EXTRA  COVERS  AID  CONTAINER  SALVAGE 

One  of  ;the  most  complicating  factors  in  the  salvage  of.  used  fruit  and  vegetable 
containers  has  been  overcome'.. in  great  measure  by  the  recent  manufacture  of  200,000 
hamper  and  basket  covers,'  according  to  WFA. 

Lids  and  covers  are  usually  destroyed  upon  removal.,  and  hampers  and  baskets  a^o 

useless  in  shipping  long  distances  without  them.  ..Large  . stocks  of  used  containers 
have  been  piling  up  in  dealers'  warehouses  due  to  the.  lack  of  cover  replacements. 
These  should  now  be  subject  to  re-use,  ,  The  re-use .should  be  encouraged  because, 
although  ceiling  prices  on  ..wooden  fruit  and  vegetable  containers  were  raised  re- 
cently, the  shortage  of  lumber  is  the  restricting  factor  in  a  substantial  increase 
in  container  output. 

MANY  NEEDS  FOR  SOYBEANS  AND  PEANUTS 
On' the  list  of  critically  needed  war  materials  are  the  oil  crops,  such  as 
soys  and  peanuts,  of  which  farmers  are  being  asked  to  increase  substantially  over 
their  1943  acreages.     One ' particular  reason  for  planting  more  oil  crops  this  year 


is  to  take  up  the  slack  in  lard  and  other  animal  fat  production  expected  next  year. 
Support  prices  for  both  soybeans  and  peanuts  were  recently  raised  by  WFA. 

Soybeans  and  peanuts  are  used  as  direct  food  and  for  cooking  fats  and  oils. 
Soybean  meal  is  also  used  to  enrich  such  foods  as  flour,  breakfast  and  infant  foods 
macaroni,  and  crackers,  and  with  peanut  hay  provides  a  valuable  feed  for  livestock, 

A  small  quantity  of  peanut  oil  goes  to  the  textile  and  drying  industries,  and 
soybean  oil  is  used  industrially  to  fill  military  orders  for  soap,  glycerine  for 
explosives , plastics  for  helmets  and  pistol  grips,  glue  for  plywood,  and  for  paints, 
varnish,  linoleum,  medicines,  and  printing  ink.'  • 

1944  DRY  3EAIT  GOAL 

~)        The  farmer's  help  to  meet  the  1944  dry  bean  goal  in  County 

is  needed.    Dry  beans  are  a  fighting  food  and  they'll  be  needed  in  greater 
quantities  than  ever  in  1944  —  the  Invasion  Year . 

Many  jokes  are  cracked  about  the  havy  and  its  bean  diet.    And  it's  true  that 
beans  are  a  traditional  food  fpr  both  our  sailors  and  our  soldiers.    But  the 
reason  is  that  beans  are  rich  in  minerals  and  vitamins,  they  pack  well,  ship  well, 
and  keep  well.    Besides  protein,  beans  provide  vitamin  B-l,  iron,  calcium, 
phosphorous,  and  many  more  body-building  values  which  can  be  .packed  and  shipped 
^0  ri  a  s  ma  11  space. 

Dry  beans  are  a  fighting  food  for  our  Allies,  too,  and  life-saving  food  for 
liberated  peoples.  And  don't  for.et  the  home  front.  Civilians,  on  the  farm  and 
in  the  factory,  are  working  harder  than  ever  before.  They  need  good,  solid  food 
like  beans. 

There's  a  real  patriotic  need  for  dry  beans  this  year.     The  goal  must  be 

reached,  and  County's  help  is  needed  to  reach  it . (Applicable 

to  bean-growing  counties.) 

3RIEFS 

*    From  1935  to  1939,  this  country  produced  enough  food  for  about  130  million 
people.     In  1943,  we  produced  enough  for  about  170  million. 
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Farmers  should  not  be  misled  by  temporary  surpluses  of  early  potatoes  which 
cannot  be  stored  and  held  over.     Larger  acreages  should  be  put  into  late  potatoes 
which  ere  needed  more  than  ever. 
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WPB  is  tightening  wartime  controls  over  the  Nation's  restricted  glue  supply. 

Hide  glue  stock  for  uses  other  than  gluo  purposes  will  be  restricted  or  prohibited. 

-  0 

Sugar  beet  and  cane  growers  may  now  receive  part  of  the  sugar  produced  from 
their  stocks  without  surrendering  ration  stamps.     Etc  move  "is  in  keeping  with 

policy  on  other  rationed  foods.  ' 

-  0  - 

Binder  twine,  now  made  of  substitute  materials,  will  be  sold  at  1943  prices- 
no  increase. 


